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Since the latter half of the year of 1926 when the Northern Expeditionary Army jointly led by the
Communist Party and the Nationalist Party victoriously marched, vigorcus peasants’ movement
developed swiftly. Peasants’ main targets aimed at the despotic lords and evil gentries, unlawful
landlords, corrupt officials and feudal pressure groups as well as kinds of feudal patriarchal thcughts
and feudal systems, triggering the profound rural social revolutions. Thus, lords, gentries and the
rightists of the Nationalist Party blew the peasants’ movements in succession, slandering them as

“the Ruffian Movement” or “How Terrible” . Meanwhile, the peasants’ movements were also
doubted and censured by the wrong part - the rightists among the Communist Party.

How was the peasants’ movements, “Terrible” or “Terrific” ? To answer the question, Mao
Zedong, the then Secretary of the Peasants’ Committee of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China, intensified his investigation of the peasants’ movements on the spots in Xiangtan,
Xiangxiang, Hengshan, Liling and Changsha Counties for the sake of addressing important theoretical
and practical questions of China’ s revolutions. He took a journey over 700 kilometers throughout 32
days, widely touching on experienced villagers and cadres in the peasants’ movements to gain the
first-hand information of value.

March 5th, 1927, Mao Zedong published Investigation Report on Hunan Peasants’ Movement.
That cited a large amount of facts and figures, refuting kinds of falsehoods against the peasants’
movements, affirming the significant role of peasants in the movements to a much more sure scale,
and demonstrating that the problem of villagers was the decisive problem of the overall situation of
China’ s revolutions. It was a must to encourage and stimulate villagers, and organize and rely on
them to arrive at the triumph of China’ s revolutions.

Mao Zedong’ s investigation into Hunan Peasants’ Movement and his publication Investigaticn
Report on Hunan Peasants’ Movement not only swiftly pushed the peasants’ movements in Hunan
into a new phase, but also further cleared the direction of China’ s revolutions and promoted the
continuous development of the rural revolutions at the historically critical point.
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